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IO during Covid: A Global Perspective

ARGENTINA
• Awareness and warning of Covid-19
• Learn from the Northern hemisphere 
• Strict national lock down from march 



Covid in Argentina https://tradingeconomics.com/argentina/coronavirus-cases

Covid cases since onset 
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Covid in Argentina

Covid cases since onset 

• Prepare the medical system for Covid

– Avoid health care system collapse
– Development of national/hospital policies
– Keep up with medical resources
– Medical education: prevention, treatment
– Patients and staff awareness
– Social education & behavior 

Argentinian Health Care Has Not Collapsed 

Early lock down (mid march) 



Covid policies in the hospital
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Covid in Argentina

Covid cases since onset 

• Big changes in medical care (IO)

– Decrease of patients’ visits to hospital
- 70% decrease on pt volume

– Less volume of interventions (surgery, IO)
- Now pt volume is increasing (50%) 

– Less MD & staff at Hospital (weekly teams)

– New ways of practice
– Hazards in oncology care (IO)

Early lock down (mid march) 



New ways of practice: Telemedicine 
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• Impact of Covid in cancer patients
– Cancer record à higher Covid morbidity & mortality
– Recent chemo or surgery à more severe forms of Covid

• Increased risk of Covid compared to general population
– Risk ( x 3) 
– Risk of severe form ( x 5)
– Risk of death ( x 8)

Covid: Hazards in Oncology Care

A. Denys et al.  Diagnostic and Interventional Imaging 2020 



• Impact of Covid in cancer patients
– Delaying treatment is disturbing for cancer pts 
– Years of public awareness of the advantages of early Dg & Tx
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Covid: Hazards in Oncology Care

How long is too long
to postpone IO ?



IO during Covid

IO Virtual Clinic
• Telemedicine consultation
• Interdisciplinary tumor boards
• IO staff meetings
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IO Virtual Clinic
• Telemedicine consultation
• Interdisciplinary tumor boards
• IO staff meetings

Indispensable Patient Visit
• Laboratory (home sampling)
• Imaging examinations
• IO procedures



• Patient and staff safety measures 
– Exclusive IO rooms for suspected/Covid pts (Angio, Ct & US)

– Other IO rooms only for Covid free patients (banned for Covid cases)

– Patient and staff precautions with different (1 to 3) PPE
– General precautions in outpatients with local anesthesia/non AEGP
– Emergency interventions without testing and AEGP à PPE 3

– Specific work up: in-patients and procedures needing general anesthesia/AEGP
• Nasopharyngeal swab (PCR)

IO during Covid



Precautions in Covid+ patients



• Dedicated Angio/CT/US room
• Avoid general anesthesia if possible
• Minimize in-room personnel 
• PPE 3

Precautions in Covid+ patients



IO during Covid: A Global Perspective

ARGENTINA



Something New or Exciting or Research?

Hospital Italiano de Buenos Aires



7 m post RE-Y90

Advanced HCC: TARE
Not so new but exciting: A-TARE as curative IO

HCC Baseline 4 years after A-TARE



Relatively new but exciting: Venous Deprivation

Portal and  Venous Vein
Embolization

Spect CT baseline                  Spect CT 2 weeks post embo
Hypertrophy and function of FRL     



JVIR 2019



Interventional
Oncology


